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Aviation cluster
keeping busy in
Central Oregon

Mouniain High Equipmeni
& Supply Co., Redmond

This company makes aviation sopgen
eguipment and supofies. It contracis
il Dutback Masulacturieg in Bend
for compaier-controlled maching
widk and its ooygen syshems cus-
inmers inchada buryers of planss
from Lancair intermational inc. of
Reamond. It i now working with the
FAA on getting pproval for mese
products thatl will compete with
some ol hose mads by Frecision
Flight. Tha company’s Owygén Con-
irol Hiad, beft, i part of ong of it
O SYShems.

By Cathy Carroll =

The Headlsiin

conomists and business experts theorize
E.'ihc:ut the aviation manufacturing cluster

madel in Central Oregon and wonder
whether such a cluster even exists,

A cluster is a group of businesses that locate
close together to leverage expertise and bring
together the supply chain for its industry.

In the meantime, the businesses in Central
Oregon’s aviation industry are busy doing
what clusters do: buying, selling, innovating,
competing and growing.

For example, the biggest k-
cal player in aviaton, Lancair
Company in Bend. which
baglds FAA cemihied aarcraft,
buys pants from its alrpon
neighbor Precise Flight and is
adding 410K square feet fo its
140, 000-square-foot. facility at
the Bend Adrport. It plans to
baast iks work force to nearly
Sl el Ty froem the curment
TF0 by the end of next vear.

e aviation manufacturing
industry has nearly 700 em-
ployess in Deschutes County
and provides ﬁﬂh in mamsfac-
Il,.ll'jl'l“ :|1|-||'IH_' r|r||-:|1{_',:. :|||_'|.1|r'l:|.~
ing to Roger Lee, executive di
rector of Economic Develop-

-

Precisian Flighl,
Bend

Pracishon Hight mals e Speead
Brake. left, and othes components for
Lancair Company in Bend,

Wings of the Cascades,
Redmond

Mary Schu, owner and chisf pillol of
Wings of the Cascades, instructs
Travis Qtsan of Madras. Scha buys
products from Precise Flight and
Mountain High Equipment & Supply
Co. and 250 frains custamans of
Lancair Intermnational inc., Bend f

mient for Central Oregon
A commaon thread emerges
from interviews with indusiry
members and analysis: Avia-
ton manufacturing in Central
Crregon is enmeshed with the
region's lifestyle qualities and
a cluster key — tinkering
“Timkerning 18 an 1m ant
seed . for r-%*.luur-r.‘ Eu?:ﬂm
Cortright, pringipal economist
for Impresa, a Portland con-
sulting firm that studies re-
giomil eoonomies
Sy Cluster /7

Lancalr Company’s Colum-
bla 300 aircratt is made in
Band, The company &x-
pects to make one plane a
day by Octobear 2004 and
tum a profig next year, The
company cumently takes
thres days to produce each
prlr
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